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Chas. Mathis, who reprosented mnake

men ot their convention.

a copy of a speech del’vered by fany svstem of coliective bargiain- o)
Frauk P, Walsh, chatrman of the | ing that hins ever been devised lernment, w hnt

Inld strial Rentions Commission,
Mr. Mathis asks that I print the
speech, but 1 have not the space
o Zive it in full

Mr. Walsh is
not of the sort that get into of-
flee, The plutes will never [or-
Sive congress for putting bim on
u comumission to investigate the
enuses of unrest among  the
workers, That commission was
composed of nine members <three
representing Capital: three rep-
resenting Labor, nmd three rep-
reseuting the public,. Mpr, Walsh
was one of the three rtepresent=
ing the public aml was chosen
chalrmen, Addressing the Train-
mien he sald:

“You know the storm that, that
report raised in Congress nod in
many states, amd 1 stanld hwere o
s0 )y that after one year of disciis=
sion—after one year of the bit-
terest and closest nnalysis—=there
is not a single fact contained in
that report which has been pros
testedd by any authoriey. Ligh or
low, o government or vut ol govs
ernment,

“Now, to briefly state what we
did find: That investigaton call=
ol for the introduction of sones-
tiine ke one tho samd withiosses
in a public  hearimg,  ncluding
three hundreod of the leading em-
of lubor in the United

a Demoorit, but

Ployers
Sthtes
“We found one potent fact that
stood outl undenwd—thnt the ne-
vessity of this country was com-
pelling that there should be col-
levtive bargaining in industrey
That proposition wias assented
to by every great employer ol
1he United States, save two, that
uppenred before our commissiot,
It was foumd, and readily conced-
d, that in the basic industrey the
single individual had no opportun-
ity to bargain in any wa) that
would raise him to the level of
independent citizenship and give
him an economic place in the
field of every=day life that the
citizenship of this country called
for,
Now, learn something. my
friends, that will have a great
bearing on the question that is
so Close to our hearts and minds
todny, and that is that there are

we

certain elementary and underiy-
ing principles that must never be
lost, that absolute inhere in the
very form of our government, and
in the very form of our product-
ive orgaunization that goes over
beyond what even van be done by
collective  bargaining and gets
down to the original and funda-
mental rights of mankind
e 8 & 0 @

“The great evil—the great mis-
1ake that befalls the natlon, that
lhas broaght about ali s of the
industrial body politic s | vent-
ure to assert, in my humble opin-
jon, the idea that one human be-
ing can acquire a right in the la-
bor of apother human being
Mo such right can be found to ex-
ist by any governmental body or
uny student of economics, It is
true that that thought goes ali
through the industrial system, It
sCPIs 1O be permeating. it goes
through every system of product-
jon that perhaps the world has
ever known, until we reach a sys-
tem of production under a de-
mocracy, but under no form of
social organization can there be
either political freedom or poli-
either political freedom or poli-
fenl democracy uniess there is
filustrinl demoerncy still going
all through the by politic,

“There is one right that no hu-
man being can deny us and that
s the right to live. Correlative
with the right of being or the
right of existence is man's invar-
inble right to labor—his right to
earn a living, God, the Divini-
ty—nature— has provided the
ounly means by which mankind
can maintain life. being the Lekd
and the stream. and i his activi-
ties are obstructed or stopped uy
deranged, then the whole body
becomes a  deranzed and  sick
thing, and God gave us one way
for a man to earn the right to
live, He gave everyone a way to
carry out his mamdates that man
must enrn his bread in the sweat
of lhis face, and that was the land
to till, the land-to make product-
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WORKERS AND SIHIRKERS,

| - [I..' Ly W ‘lll'rw'.mn.':
TAA midner without o tine, o shioe-
l maker without n sliow fuctory, a
i | Tarmer withoul o, nre o the
Chairman of Industrial Relati C issi ' - | sume predicament ax s the Bintes
a ons Omm SS 0“ De IVEI‘SI (v ta g T™h cannat fol-
Speech before Assembly of Railway Employes b o theiE Soentine univs thes
* Ay i L iptn Hati] e
nt. | longing fo 4 (0 o R TR
; iy humble  suggestion rernment comiadssion has declorod we | Th i &y : catitinla
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4 N hield | to live, of course, comes the right [ernent, state. m ieipadity, ete | | < : - L i i beor et pvmltar f i _
at Denver, Colo., sends the Kicker to a Lving wage. amd 1 say that (s deciared; what every bosra) nul (I fhw i i N s
hygiene apruitited Ly e 2o «f [ ntisras Uit - ‘ H .
every  odoaeutol i n 1
wili be but auother system ol | has declared [or the last 20 Yengs | i A ) . Pl ' ' . v
slavery, or another opportun’ty |at least, namely, That the pliysi=| (] ] Wiilig Lhn It I The Ihis
of welding clhiains upon human be= feal well=belng, the mental desel-| ot . ! wonnie - .
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ive, the rivers of the earth to fish
in, the air to breathe and cause
production, and 1 might say here
taday that before we get a final
solution for the ills that inflict
the Industrial body, we must
come back to the proposition that
man has a right to the land just
as he has to the air to breathe
and the water to drink. and un~
til he gets down to the main pro-
position that there cun be no jist
title to land, except through use,
we will be floundering in the
slews of industrial despair so long
ag we live,
L ] e & »

“Rut it has been truly said, my
friends. by someone that after all
mankind is driven to do his chief-
est good, and therefore you are
here to say what you may do to
advance your right, if 1 under-
stand the spirit that animates
you, Therefore, ] am here to

amed of the government that
protects great property and looks
perhaps  with ill-consideration
upon the smaller property of the
working man, which he loses if he
is subjected to the whim of an
employer, who ean discharge him

“S0, I can say that the question
of the right of protection against
arbitrary discharze, the right to
use the cunly means that God has
Ziven us to live and to work out
our own salvation. comes as n
part of the inherent rizht of life
and in any properiy orzanized in-
dustrial system, the right of that
protection could never be denied.

* & @& & @

“As a result of the study I have
been able 10 make, it is my beliel
that there is one other point that
iranscends these original rights
of every man who toils. The come-

mission on Industrial Relations de- |
clared concisely what every gov-

human bondage

“It is not needed here nor fice
ting here that a general argu-
ment should be made in favor of
popular institutions: but there is
cne point, with Its connections not
s0 hackneyed as most others, to
which I ask briel attention. It
Is the effort to place capltal on
an equal footing with, If not
above, labor, in the structure of
government. It s assumed that
labor is available only In connect-
ion with capital. that nobody la-
bors unless somebmly else owning
capital, somehow by the us eof ir,
induced ° him to labor. This is
wrong, Labor Is pricr to and in-
dependent of capital, Capital is
only the frult of labor, and could
never have existed. Labor is the
superior of capital, and deserves
muech the highest consideration.”

Read the unmuzzled Kicker,
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covered this and brought Villa 1o
ife again.

Then we wepe all but allowed
10 forget him, We hearmd ouly ol
“Villa bandits.”” but never uf Villa
himself. Not until of late. Just
now everybody in Mexico s golng
back on Carranza, He is weak,
His generals, officers and soldiers
are deserting him and Joining Vil-
la. Villa is again the hero of the
hour—according to the Kept pross

He may be dead, but that
doesn't bother the professional
liars in the least. But 1 prediet
that Af any real opposition to
Carranza  develops it will be
headed by Felix Diaz, at whose
home in New Orleans the plot was
lnid
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Bo long as the workers take the
advice of the boss on political mat-
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ters the boss will remaln boss.

other inrge eitios of 1
continued, “there is no War spirit |
|or desire for bloodsted in Mexico
In the border cities, where the in=
tervention spirit is fanped, it is
fnvariably due 1o a c¢lass in the |
cuiploy of eapitalists ausious |
get at the vast fields of o and
minerals of Mexicg,” l

The audience was very s) m]-u—|
thetic, applauding almost  every
sentence aml sometimes  being
moved to big demonstrations ol
approval,

DO IT YOURSELF,

No reform, moral or intellectual,
ever came from the upper classes
of society, Each and all came
[rom the protest of the martyr
and the vietim., The emaneipa-
tion of the working people must
be achieved by the working peo-
ple themsvlves.—Wendell Phillips.

Read the unmuzzled kicker.
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of crushing those who would pe-
rolt against the robbery of the
propertyless by the propertied,

Whiie class rule remains. all plae
is secure.  There may he times
when the owners will find it ad-
Visable to be good 1o their sub-
Jeets. It is more than 2,000 yvears
since Roman rulers learned that
the surest way to retain master-
ship is to feed and amuse theip
slaves,

Soclalism stikes at the root of
mastery, It demands a working-
class rullng itself, educating it-
self, directing its own instity-
tions and preparing to rule so-
clety, It demands that the mas-
ters get off our backs—not that
they put cushions under the sad-

die and Jingle baubles before our

[SANEES

If you want the truth, you must
read the unmussled Kicker,

b Y




